
 

 

 

 

 

 

Press Release 

Paris, December 13, 2022 

 

HEC Paris and École Polytechnique launch 
Data & Finance Double Degree  

 

Building on the success of the Master of Science and Technology (MScT) in Data Science for 
Business, HEC Paris and École Polytechnique are forging ahead with their partnership and 
determination to combine their expertise. The two institutions will launch the Data & Finance 
Double Degree in the academic year starting September 2023. This program merges the Data 
Science for Business MScT and the Master in Finance from HEC Paris in a world first for data 
science applied to finance. 

As the name suggests, the Data Science & Finance program, taught jointly by HEC Paris and 
École Polytechnique, combines twin expertise in data science and finance. The course is 
designed for students from across the world who have studied engineering, management and 
economics or science and math, and who are keen to perfect their skills and expand their 
professional opportunities. For the 2023 academic year, 20 students will be selected. 

This double degree, which is unique in the world, is taught entirely in English and is delivered 
over two years. The first year, which is spent at École Polytechnique, focuses on data science 
with courses on statistics, probability, regression and classification, together with more 
targeted modules on optimization, machine learning and deep learning in particular. It also 
includes hands-on training in hard skills using the Python and R programing languages. In 
addition, the course begins to explore financial markets and the digital processing of financial 
data. 

In the second year, students join the Master in Finance (MiF) program at HEC Paris. The first, 
generalist semester is intended to provide a training in all sectors of finance (corporate and 
financial markets). The second semester offers an elective data and finance specialization, 
with courses covering new frontiers such as blockchain technology, algorithms and artificial 
intelligence applied to finance, as well as technology regulations in the financial sector. 

The Data & Finance program provides a first-rate training: the HEC-X alliance has already 
proven its worth with the Data Science for Business MScT, which is the leading European 



master’s degree and third worldwide in the QS Business Masters classification. At the same 
time, the MiF at HEC Paris has topped the Financial Times world rankings for over a decade. 

A further advantage of this double degree is that it offers students made-to-measure classes 
that match their professional aspirations as closely as possible. These combine theoretical 
courses given by researchers with hands-on classes thanks to lectures from outside experts. 

"We are very proud to be launching this ambitious program jointly with our partners at École 
Polytechnique", begins Olivier Bossard, Professor of Finance and Executive Director of the MiF 
at HEC Paris. "Over two years it combines the technical expertise and academic excellence of 
the best engineering school in France and the best master's in finance in the world". 

"This new course once again demonstrates the excellent synergy between our two 
institutions", adds Erwan Le Pennec, Professor in the Department of Applied Mathematics at 
École Polytechnique. "The twin expertise in data sciences and finance, which is unprecented 
in the world of higher education, will be an asset for our students, helping them develop skills 
that are highly prized by employers". 

This project has received support from the French state managed by the National Research 
Agency as part of France 2030 with the reference "ANR -22-CMAS-0002". 

 

About École Polytechnique: 

École Polytechnique, also known as L’X, is the leading French institution combining top-level research, 
academics, and innovation at the cutting-edge of science and technology. Its various undergraduate and 
graduate-level programs – Bachelor of Science, Ingénieur Polytechnicien (Master’s level program), 
Master’s, and PhD – are highly selective and promote a culture of excellence with a strong emphasis on 
science, anchored in humanist traditions. As a widely internationalized university, École Polytechnique 
offers a variety of international programs and attracts a growing number of foreign students and 
researchers from around the globe (currently 41% of students and 40% of faculty members). École 
Polytechnique offers an exceptional education to prepare bright men and women to excel in top-level 
key positions and lead complex and innovative projects which meet the challenges of 21st century 
society, all while maintaining a keen sense of their civil and social responsibilities. With its 23 
laboratories, 22 of which are joint research units with the French National Center for Scientific Research 
(CNRS), the École Polytechnique Research Center explores the frontiers of interdisciplinary knowledge 
to provide major contributions to science, technology, and society. École Polytechnique is a founding 
member of Institut Polytechnique de Paris. 

 

About HEC Paris: 

Founded in 1881, HEC Paris is a leading European Business School. Its ambition is to positively impact 
both businesses and society thanks to its three-pronged approach “Think, Teach, Act” and thus to 
contribute to a more inclusive, sustainable and prosperous world. 
With 160 research professors from all around the world producing and teaching unique knowledge 
to more than 4,500 students from 110 different countries, the HEC Paris campus serves as a real 
laboratory for innovation and exchange which is open to the world’s diversity and challenges. 
Inspired by its 5 core values -Excellence, Curiosity, Entrepreneurial spirit, Diversity and Responsibility- 
HEC Paris offers a complete range of training courses for the leaders of tomorrow: the Pre-Experience 
Program, specialized masters, MSc, the Summer School, the MBA, the Executive MBA, the TRIUM 
Global Executive MBA, the PhD, as well as a wide variety of programs targeted to leaders and managers. 
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