
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE – SEPTEMBER 11, 2025  
 

New research building at École Polytechnique 

 

 
View of the South and East façades, Urbain Le Verrier Street © Baumschlager Eberle Architekten / Filippo 

Bolognese 

FRANCE, September 11, 2025 – École Polytechnique has announced the 

construction of a new research building on its campus. As part of the Institution’s 

Performance and Objectives Contract (COP) 2022-2026, this building will 

embody its commitment to sustainable development, both in its design and 

operation. 

The project brings together two renowned laboratories under one roof: 

• The Laboratory of Physics of Interfaces and Thin Films (LPICM), which studies 

the physics and technologies of thin-film electronic devices: photovoltaic solar 

cells and sensors; as well as the fundamental properties and applications of 

polarized light in materials and biomedical imaging. 

 

• The Leprince-Ringuet Laboratory (LLR), which operates in two research fields 

that complement each other both conceptually and technically: very high-

energy gamma astronomy and particle physics. 

With a total area of 4,000 m², this new building is part of a sustainable development approach, 

featuring a green roof equipped with photovoltaic panels, flexible and adaptable spaces, and a 

mixed wood and concrete structure. Designed by Baumschlager Eberle Architekten, it will 

include experimental facilities with gas handling rooms, a mechanical hall equipped with a 



unique overhead crane capable of lifting loads of up to 5 tons, as well as flexible and adaptable 

office spaces. At the heart of the building, a common entrance will lead to shared spaces, 

including a seminar room, a lounge area, and meeting rooms. 

This project is led by a group of experts, including Bouygues Bâtiments Île-de-France as the 

lead contractor, Baumschlager Eberle Architekten as the architect, Vertical Sea for MEP 

engineering, C.I.Tech for special fluids, Studio Fahrenheit for safety and security engineering, 

Avel Acoustique for acoustics, and 2B Concept Consulting for laboratory consulting. 

Construction will begin in July 2026 and is scheduled for completion in early 2028. 
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ABOUT ÉCOLE POLYTECHNIQUE / École Polytechnique, also known as L’X, is a higher education and research Institution that 

cultivates multidisciplinary and scientific excellence. L’X combines research, education and innovation at the highest scientific 

and technological level. The Institution promotes a culture of excellence with a strong emphasis on science, anchored in 

humanist traditions. Through its range of training programs – Bachelor of Science, École Polytechnique engineering program, 

Masters of Science and Technology, Executive Masters, Continuing education - École Polytechnique trains leaders with a 

strong multidisciplinary scientific culture by exposing them to both the world of research and industry. With its 23 laboratories, 

including 22 joint research units with the CNRS, École Polytechnique works at the frontiers of knowledge on major 

interdisciplinary challenges in the scientific, technological and societal fields. École Polytechnique is a founding member of 

Institut Polytechnique de Paris. 

www.polytechnique.edu 
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