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PRESS RELEASE - JUNE 16, 2026

Mathematician Ofer Zeitouni,
Professor at the Weizmann Institute of Science
and at the NYU Courant Institute,
awarded the 2026 Paul Lévy Prize in Probability Theory

Ofer Zeitouni, Professor in the Department of Mathematics at the Weizmann
Institute of Science and global distinguished professor in the Courant Institute at
New York University was awarded the Paul Lévy Prize during the 45" Conference
on Stochastic Processes and their Applications, being held in Ithaca, New York,
from June 14 to 20. Created jointly by the European Mathematical Society, Ecole
Polytechnique, the Fondation de 1'Ecole polytechnique and Paul Lévy’s family,
with the support of BNP Paribas, this prize is designed to reward outstanding
contributions in the field of probability theory and its applications.

Chaired by Martin Hairer, winner of the Fields Medal in 2014, and made up of eminent
mathematicians, the Paul Lévy Prize Selection Committee has chosen to honour Ofer Zeitouni.

A specialist in probability theory, Ofer Zeitouni is Professor of Mathematics at the Weizmann
Institute of Science and at the Courant Institute (New York University). A native of Israel, he
studied at the Technion, where he completed his PhD in Electrical Engineering in 1986 under
the direction of Moshe Zakai. He did his postdoc at Brown University and at MIT. He joined
the Technion in 1989 as senior lecturer, and was promoted to associate professor in 1991, and
to full professor in 1997. Since 2007, he is a professor at the Weizmann Institute. Since 2013,
he is also a global distinguished professor at the Courant Institute. From 2002 to 2012, he also
taught at the University of Minnesota’s School of Mathematics.

His research focuses on large deviations theory, the spectral theory of random matrices,
motion in random media, and extremes of logarithmically correlated fields. He is also
interested in filtering theory and its engineering applications. After having developed a
description of extremes in Gaussian logarithmically correlated fields, his current recent
research interests are in extensions to non-Gaussian fields, with motivation from cover time
questions, random matrices, random polymers and number theory.



A Fellow of the American Mathematical Society and of the Institute of Mathematical Statistics,
Ofer Zeitouni is a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the US National
Academy of Sciences, and the Israel Academy of Sciences and Humanities.

"Paul Lévy was one of the founding fathers of the theory of stochastic processes and had a
deep understanding of their fine properties. I am deeply honoured and humbled to be
awarded a prize named after him." says Ofer Zeitouni.

A prize created in honour of French mathematician Paul Lévy

A great French mathematician and professor at Ecole Polytechnique from 1920 to 1959, Paul
Lévy largely shaped modern probability theory, introducing fundamental concepts such as
local time, stable distributions and characteristic functions. To honour his memory, the
European Mathematical Society, Ecole Polytechnique, the Fondation de I'Ecole polytechnique
and Paul Lévy's family created an international prize in probability theory in 2024.

Supported by BNP Paribas and awarded every two years, the Paul Lévy Prize is intended to
reward a mathematician who has made outstanding contributions in the field of probability
theory and its applications, broadly defined. The prize is open to scientists of any age from all
over the world who have published work in international journals in the field of probability.
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ABOUT ECOLE POLYTECHNIQUE / As a widely internationalized university (41% of its students and 40% of its faculty members),
Ecole Polytechnique, also known as L'X, is the leading French institution combining top-level research, academics, and
innovation at the cutting-edge of science and technology. Through its range of programs — Bachelor of Science, Ingénieur
Polytechnicien (Master's level program), Master’s, and PhD, Executive Masters - Ecole Polytechnique promotes a culture of
excellence, with a stfrong emphasis on science anchored in humanist fraditions, and frains decision-makers by exposing them
to both the world of research and the world of business. With its 23 laboratories, 22 of which are joint research units with the
French National Center for Scientific Research (CNRS), Ecole Polytechnique Research Center explores the frontiers of
interdisciplinary knowledge to provide major contributions to science, fechnology, and society. Ecole Polytechnique is a
founding member of Institut Polytechnique de Paris. www.polytechnique.edu

ABOUT THE FONDATION DE L'ECOLE POLYTECHNIQUE / Created in 1987 by twenty leading French companies at the initiative of
Bernard Esambert (Class X 1954), the Chairman of Ecole Polytechnique Board of Directors at the time, and with the support of
the Alumni Association, the Fondation’s main mission is to fund the School’s development. Recognized as a public-interest
organization, it supports the School’s missions in teaching, research, and innovation by drawing on the generosity of its patrons,
both individuals and companies. With its “Servir la science” campaign launched in 2024, the Fondation has set three priorities:
nurturing talent, advancing research and breakthrough innovations, and transforming the campus. With a fundraising goal of
€200M over the next five years, this campaign aims to enable Ecole Polytechnique to accelerate the implementation of its
strategic plan, reinforce its outreach, and strengtheniits role in addressing major contemporary challenges. www.fondationx.org

ABOUT EUROPEAN MATHEMATICAL SOCIETY (EMS) / The European Mathematical Society is the learned society for
mathematicians throughout Europe. It promotes the development of all aspects of mathematics in Europe, in particular
mathematical research, relations of mathematics to society, relations to European institutions, and mathematical education.
The EMS has as its members around 60 national mathematical societies in Europe, 50 mathematical research centres and
departments, and 3000 individuals. euromathsoc.org
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